yr life is 


ut to get 
very difficult.’ 


For children with 
special needs, 
shutdown of 
schools poses even 
bigger challenges 


By GORDON RAGO 
Staff writer 


SUFFOLK — It was the first 
morning schools were closed 
for the coronavirus pandemic, 
and Nick Goodwin had bitten 
his bottom lip. 

His bus was supposed to 
arrive at 8:15. Nick knew that 
because he knows his schedule 
and likes to go outside and ride 
the bus from his Suffolk home 
to Mack Benn Elementary. 

But when the 8-year-old 
learned he wouldn’t be going to 
school that day, he got upset 
and bit into his lip, causing it to 


bleed. 

It’s this type of situation that Beccary 
Nick’s parents, Amanda and of DOH’s 
Brian, worry will only worsen 
during the extended school numbers 
closure. : 

Nick and his twin brother, called into 
Noah, have autism and do best question 
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By ELISHA SAUERS 
AND MARIE ALBIGES 
Staff writers 


As testing increases across Virginia, 
the tally of confirmed coronavirus cases 
continued to rise Thursday, with the 
latest statewide count ratcheting up to 
94. 

Meanwhile, with the pandemic shut- 


ting down many businesses, more than 
14,000 Virginians filed for unemploy- 
ment so far this week — a massive jump 
fromthe norm. 

The number of cases comes from the 
Virginia Department of Health, which 
has been tracking all government and 
private lab-testing of COVID-9, the dis- 
ease caused by the new virus. 

But inconsistencies in the depart- 
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Brian Goodwin plays with his 8-year-old twins Noah, left, and Nick while the family stays at its Suffolk home to avoid the coronavirus. The boys have 
autism and do best with routine. Any disruption can create anxiety, something the family is coping with now that schools are shut down. 
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Va. cases inch close to 100; 
unemployment rising fast 


ment’s reporting called into question the 
accuracy of that number. Local health 
directors are releasing information on 
cases within their areas that do not match 
up with the state’s reports. 

The first case in Norfolk, announced 
Wednesday, and an additional case in 
Virginia Beach, for example, still did not 


See CASES/Page 5 


‘Kid swap’ 
could help 


ease burden 


Hospital staff looking 
for childcare answers 
during pandemic 


By ELISHA SAUERS 
Staff writer 


Schools are closed, and some 
day cares are shutting their 
doors. 

That puts a burden on most 
working parents in the midst of 
the coronavirus pandemic. But 
for hospital workers, who are 
expected to be on the front line 
of this public health crisis, it 
could threaten staffing. 

A message went out to Chil- 
dren’s Hospital of The King’s 
Daughters employees last Fri- 
day, suggesting one way to 
handle the problem — a kid 
swap. 

You watch mine, and I'll 
watch yours. 

“Please prepare childcare 
arrangements, perhaps devel- 
oping a barter system with 
friends or family who work 
different shifts than you do, or 
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HITTING THE ROAD 
ON RACE DAY 


Many who planned to 
participate in this weekend’s 
canceled Shamrock events will 
still run — on their own. 


SPORTS 


How to help local 
artists affected by 
the coronavirus 


PULSE 


Partly sunny, 
breezy 


High: 83 


Low: 51 


Details on the back page of Sports 
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THE HELPERS 


OBX company making, giving 
away 150- proof hand sanitizer 


By JEFF HAMPTON 
Staff writer 


Editor’s note: This story is part 
of a new feature from the Daily 
Press and The Virginian-Pilot 
called The Helpers. It’s about 
people and groups who are step- 
ping up to help others during the 
coronavirus outbreak. If you know 
of anyone who’s helping others 
during this difficult time, we would 
like to hear about it — please send 
suggestions to tips@ 
pilotonline.com 


MANTEO, NC. — Outer Banks 
Distilling in downtown Manteo 
was handing out free bottles of 
150-proof alcohol Thursday. 

People were lined up on 
Budleigh Street in front of the 
distillery to get some. 

But it wasn’t for consumption. 
It was for sanitizing hands and 
kitchen counters, among other 
things. 

“We felt like it was something 
we had the ability to do and 
wanted to do our part,” said Adam 
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Inside 


Adam Ball, 
left, fills a 
bottle of 
150-proof 
sanitizer 
while Scott 
Smith 
places 
labels on 
the bottles 
at Outer 
Banks Dis- 
tillery on 
Thursday. 
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REIN.com empowers buyers in a 
way no other home search site can 
match. Local listings direct from 
local agents, Fast and First before 


any other sites. 


trust. 
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